Friends of Lordship Rec - Monthly Meeting - 1st November 2026

Who was there:  Dave, Nina , Caroline, Joan  Apologies: Liam, Catherine, Mike, Sally, Sara, Beewan, Chuku

PROJECT AREA UPDATES

Orchard:   The Apple Day celebration on 24th October (combined with Harvest Festival) went extremely well even though the weather was terrible.  NOTE:   Orchard Wassail event will be held on Sunday 10th January.
Lordship Woodland:  No new issues. Bulbs (funded by People Need Parks) will be planted on the regular monthly session on 14th November.  No sign of the stream back again, so watch this space as to when or if it returns.  If it is linked to the water table it might take a great deal of rain before the stream will flow.
Litterpicking Group:  Recent sessions have focused on thoroughly cleaning up after the rough sleepers moved on.  There is still some rubbish in the Spinney to be mopped up. 
Lake: Pond Squad had its last session on 11 October.  Although always on a Monday morning there isn’t a set Monday for the sessions, as it is organised on an ad hoc basis, which can make it harder to publicise in schedules.   

Action:  The Volunteer form (online) needs amending to show the normal days of the week that sessions take place - this helps potential volunteers to choose sessions they have a chance of attending and prevents unnecessary contact from session co-ordinators.

Proposal:   That we have a volunteer event (perhaps at the AGM, perhaps in the Spring), so volunteers from different groups can meet. Update: All Friends volunteers are invited to the Hub Volunteers Party on Nov 26th, 6-9pm.

Moselle Brook/Haringey Water Squad:  There will be extra work sessions, constructing berms in the straight end section of the Brook, and cutting down some of the willows in the overflow channel in the meadow, on 9th, 10th, 24th, and 30th November and 1st December.  Some volunteers from Friends of Broomfield Park will also be joining some of the HWS regular volunteers on those dates, and will be supervised by a contractor, regularly used by Thames 21.  
HWS would like to seek permission from Haringey Council, and the Friends for the judicious use of Eco-Plugs to kill some willow stumps in the overflow channel, if considered necessary.  These plugs do contain glyphosate, but are now widely used in Conservation projects, and can only be administered by someone trained to do so (not volunteers).    It was agreed that HWS can ask Haringey Council for their views on use of Eco-Plugs.

Flower and Produce Festival  The feedback from the debrief meeting was extremely positive and it was agreed that planning for the 2027 Show would start in January.   Joan would be meeting with Paulette before then to discuss submitting a funding application to Haringey Year of Culture, as the next round opens on 25th November.     

NEW FACILITIES

Main Playground:   After a delay due to manufacturing problems, work has started again and the playground should be finished in November.  It was looking very good to date, and so was the new playground in Downhills Park.

New Playground by Lordship Lane Gate:   There has been no news from Haringey on starting consultation on a new playground in this site.   Unfortunately, the old bike shop building is getting vandalised with more windows broken and bikes have still not been removed.  Dave and Joan have been contacting and sending photos to Haringey officers about the deterioration. It needs a new tenant who can enhance the area.

Installation of Water Dispenser:  Purchased some years ago, and intended to be installed when the Changing Places facility was constructed, the drinking water dispenser is being stored by the Friends. It was agreed that pressing Haringey to install it must be escalated and a priority.   The Friends crowdfunded for the water dispenser on the understanding that Haringey would install it with the now-delayed Changing Places facility (and Haringey also put money towards it), so it has put us in a very difficult position through no fault of the Friends.

MAINTENANCE and CONSERVATION ISSUES

Treeworks in the Spinney   Dave, Mike, Ruth, Paul W. had a positive onsite meeting with Alex Fraser and Claire Pappalardo of the Haringey Tree Team to discuss the maintenance required in this area.  Before proceeding with the agreed tree felling/coppicing Haringey will hire a bat expert to undertake a survey.   Monitoring over the summer has established the presence of bats. 

Conservation and Management Plan Update:   Paul W of the Lordship Birders group has been collating the bird survey data (now in its 3rd year) and relating it to different areas of habitat in the Rec.   This data will inform the updating of the Conservation Plan and Management Plan, which will both need reviewing in 2027. 

Wildfires:  These have been a problem in the Rec for the last two years, and we can assume that heatwaves and droughts will continue.  Sally had circulated a Government report on managing fire risk. We will discuss in February, to see if there are any changes in the Rec management we should consider in light of the increased risk. 

Water flowing over Back path.  This stream has also dried up at the moment, but may return with heavy rainfall.  A resident living in the houses from which the water appears is keeping us informed of Thames Water investigations into broken pipes which may be affecting whether this problem is rectified or not.

Non slip surface on Bridges: This should be examined to see if it is still adequate (see Bicycle accident in AOB below).

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Bicycle accident.   A very serious accident has been caused near the main Moselle bridge by a cyclist going too fast and knocking a pedestrian to the ground causing several days stay in hospital.    Notices about the accident asking for witnesses are on the bridge and have been circulated on the Friends Facebook and local social media in order to identify the cyclist and for the victim to set up a restorative justice meeting with them.     

Possible 2027 Carnival event next August.    Following on from last month’s Friends’ meeting, Dave and Sara met with Dawn and Sharron and showed them around the Rec, to explain the opportunities and limitations/constraints of various types of major events in the Rec. Dave has drawn up a document with an explanation on our approach to events in the Rec and some key issues for organisers to consider such as Scale, Character, Protection of Habitats, Organisation and potential Friends support/involvement.   The visit was useful to be able to show some of the problems that have to be considered such as protection of habitats, ruts in the ground etc.  Dawn and Sharron, who are setting up a CIC for the proposed event (which they are also considering for Bruce Castle or Downhills Pk) will keep us in the loop as their planning progresses. 

Friends Website:   We are having problems contacting the person who helps manage the back end of our website.

Press article   Dave had circulated a wonderful Press Association article (featured in The Independent, BBC and MyLondon) about the importance of biodiversity in parks and their restoration through community involvement - in which the Rec featured extensively.   We put the link on the Friends Facebook on 30th September. Dave sent the article to the Cabinet member for Parks to remind them of our fruitful partnership.

DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

Unfortunately, the proposed date of November 8th for the AGM had to be cancelled as the room had not been booked.   

Dec Monthly meeting : Sun 6th Dec
Jan Monthly meeting: Sun 3rd Jan
AGM:   Investigating 7th February…





