Friends of Lordship Rec:  	Minutes of Monthly meeting - 6th September 2026 
				(some update Notes included)
				

Who was there:  Alyson B, Caroline Jepson (minutes) Catherine C, Chuku M,  Dave Morris (Chair) Nina P

Apologies:  Liam McD , Sally H, Mike D, Sara H, Joan Curtis

Previous Minutes of the meetings held in July and August.  Agreed as correct

PROJECT UPDATES

Woodland:  Session scheduled for 12th September may not be run as most volunteers are away.  If it happens it will be overseen by Eddie (Note:  It did run and focussed on removing Dogwood) 
10th October session:  Will focus on Wood chipping to prepare paths for wet weather.

Deadhedge set on fire in the woodland, but TCV did excellent repair at their 18th August session.   Use and positioning of deadhedges may have to be reviewed if more fires occur (Note:  Another fire in a deadhedge has occurred since the meeting)

Bulbs:   Liam will be ordering bulbs (paid for by People Need Parks grant) to be planted in November when hopefully the ground is softer.  He is agreeing planting scheme with Colette and Caroline

Orchard:   New High Fire Risk signs on stakes appear to be working; they haven’t been removed and  there is less evidence of BBQs scorching the grass.

Fires around the Central hedge, near the bottom of the Orchard:  Long grass and brambles have been cut where the fires occurred and attempts made to water the area to make it less flammable.  Mike will attend the Police Neighbourhood Ward panel on Tuesday 8th Sept, to raise issues around fires and patrols taking place in the Rec.  He has been keeping a list of all the fires.  (Note:  Caroline did attend and the matter discussed  - police had already stepped up patrols and Community Protection Warnings were issued to 5 individuals on 26th September) 

Sycthing workshop.   Mike and Sally are considering running a workshop in September or October if there is demand.
They are currently working on an updated map of the Orchard.

Spinney:   There doesn’t appear to be any more rough sleeping in the Spinney but there is a great deal of rubbish in the areas near the Moselle indicating people are hanging out there more than they used to in past years.
Dave would check his emails to see if he had been given notice that the delayed treeworks were to start up again.  (Note:  Dave did check and he hadn’t received any further emails about treeworks.) 
 
Litterpicking:  Problems have calmed down since the very difficult periods around the May bank holidays.  Haingey did bring extra staff temporarily into the Clean Team, but the recruitment freeze still means that there is understaffing.
Caroline asked if everyone was happy to loan our litterpicking equipment to Friends of Downhills park if they would like to run sessions.  This was agreed.

Harmony Gardens (HG):  Heroic watering by volunteers has taken place during the very hot summer, and all looking good.   Corporate volunteers have been doing some big heavy jobs.  
Problem of fruit getting picked and damage being caused to the trees as there is open access to HG  while the Community Centre is open but no real solution to this.  

Moselle Brook.   Haringey Water Squad are planning  more interventions in the channel in the Autumn and Winter, to help put movement into the water, help silt along, and create micro-habitats.  They are also planning to coppice some of the willows in the overflow flood channel and Caroline will be seeking volunteers for this work (a weekday, probably in early November) .

The Lake:  Xime  is trying to arrange a session for the Pond Squad  on the 14th September (Note: This did take place) 
Dipping platform repairs.  Caroline and Chuku are organising the work.  Caroline has put warning tape on the planks that need replacing.

EVENTS AND NEW FACILITIES

Flower and Produce Show/Rooted in Tottenham.    Planning and preparations for the event on 12th September continue. Dave will do the Friends stall outside the Hub and will do a weather station talk at 12.00.  Caroline is organising the volunteers to manage the Marquee.  Sally is running a walk and talk in the Orchard. Joan had created a terrific exhibition of the 25 years of the Friends, displayed in the Hub, to complement the timing of the Flower and Produce show.    Dave has photocopied all the slides into a bundle for the regulars.    

Renovation of Main Playground:  Work is starting on the 14th September and theoretically finishes late October.  

Proposed New Play area at Lordship Lane entrance.:  Haringey were going to undertake the consultation over the Summer but presumably it will now be during the Autumn.   
Simone (the Haringey project officer) has been presssed about sorting out the letting of the building now Rockstone has gone, but Haringey Property services have now taken control of the building and Parks have no access (no keys).    Glynis (Haringey)  has written to Property Services emphasising that any activity in the building should be something that enhances the Rec.  Haringey have also asked that the bikes in front of the building be removed, but the bikes are still there.    Send Dave any information about community based groups that might want the bikes donated to them.

MAINTENANCE ISSUES

High Fire Risk banners and Bylaws:   Joan designed and produced notices for the entrance gates.   Although it is Haringey Parks Policy not to allow fires/BBQs, there is no local bylaw against it.  Glynis (Haringey) has drafted up a new set of bylaws covering many issues, and there will be a general consultation with Friends groups and the public before these are finalised. Watch this space.  Chuku said that there was  a bylaw notice next to the Walpole road entrance high up on a post.  

Water bottle filler:   Due to the delay in the Changing Places project, the Friends have been unable to get the water bottle filler installed. Chuku thinks that there may be a possibility of connecting it from the Lordship Hub’s water supply and installing it outside the Hub.   Chuku will draw up a proposal that could be put to Haringey for agreement.   No action would be taken without Haringey’s agreement

Wildlife area outside the Hub.  Alyson and Ruth are managing the area with Chuku’s help.   They do need more volunteers with some basic horticultural knowledge.  Sessions are not regular but arranged ad hoc.  

New and Outstanding Repairs  

Nina reported that the name plate on the bomb shelter memorial had fallen off but it has been fixed back on.   Thanks to whoever did this.  

Noticeboard next to Broadwater Farm is damaged - the perspex needing replacing

Two manhole covers on the hill beneath the oak circle are a health and safety hazard as the lids are loose, the concrete having disintegrated, and there are deep drops beneath. These have been reported for repair.

Railings on the Side of the bridge at the end of the Silt Pond (the first bridge)  is wobbly and this has been reported for repair.

The surface of the path running down towards the bridge from the Higham Road gate used by so many children on bikes and scooters is deteriorating badly.  

Maintenance Walkabout:   It was agreed we need to do this together after the next meeting on 4th October (Note has Dave is unable to attend on 4th October, this will be rearranged.
   

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rememberance area Recently, a local resident had asked where they could plant flowers in the Rec as a remembrance and Dave suggested that the Friends should consider creating some form of remembrance area.  There were mixed opinions at the meeting as to whether this was a good idea or not. Chuku will do research into memorials in other parks. 

Love Exploring app - Creating a trail for Lordship Rec.   Through the National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces, Love Exploring  were offering to create trails with Park groups at no charge.   Joan and Dave did have a meeting to explore this idea, but technical issues arose and they did not pursue it.   

Friends of Parks Forum:  Dave will circulate the minutes of the meeting held on 5th September.

UPCOMING DATES

Apple Day and Harvest Meal:  24th October
AGM:  Scheduled for Sunday 8th November.  

Date of Next Meeting:  Sunday 4th October 
















