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The Friends of Lordship Rec are local park

users committed to protecting, improving

and helping manage our park.

We have met monthly since 2001 and now
have 1450 members on our email list. Within the
Friends there are autonomous groups with their
own regular meetings/activities/contacts,
including the Lordship Wildlife Group, Woodland
Group and Tree & Orchard group... 

We invite all members and park users to 
get actively involved!

We also support the many other
independent park user groups in the Rec 
(eg re sports and cycling), and in particular our
community-run Hub building which has become
a favourite destination. All work together
through the Lordship Rec Users Forum, which
co-manages the park with the Parks Service.

WHAT WE DO
It has been another great year for

the Friends and for the Rec. Our

members have organised and

supported a wide range of positive

activities, projects and events to

animate and improve the Rec and

to engage and involve park users.

These include our own annual

events like Go Wild In The Rec,

and the Tottenham Flower and

Produce Show, and those

organised by other user groups like

YouthFest and Blocorama. 

We've held many practical

volunteering and training sessions

helping maintain the woodland,

spinney, lake, meadows and

orchard field. Many of us also

volunteer at the Hub, which has

gone from strength to strength and

itself hosts events like the

Halloween lantern walk, Guy

Fawkes night and Xmas Fayre. We

also produce publicity material, and

manage the park's noticeboards to

keep everyone informed. 

We continue to chair monthly

practical coordination meetings

with the Council's parks service

staff. Together we try to ensure

maintenance and repairs are

identified and carried out - some

taking longer than others to do!

This is also where ideas for further

improvements and projects can be

discussed and agreed, including

the recent development and

implementation of detailed

maintenance plans for the

meadows, open orchard field, and

soon also for the Moselle River. 

Parks across Haringey, London

and the UK are all important, and

we are part of a movement of over

6,000 similar local groups. Our

reps continue to be very active in

the Haringey Friends of Parks

Forum, including lobbying for more

resources for Haringey’s

underfunded and understaffed

Parks Service. Our chair is also the

chair of the London Friends of

Green Spaces Network and of the

National Federation of Parks and

Green Spaces. 

What we have achieved as the

Friends of Lordship Rec has been

acknowledged and applauded at a

national level in 2018: in January

the Hub hosted the first ever

Government and Greenspace

Sector national meeting; in August

BBC1's Countryfile broadcast a

highly complimentary 8 minute

piece about community-led

regeneration and co-management

in the Rec; and in December the

Mail on Sunday had a double-page

spread about the Friends Groups'

movement featuring a number of

examples including us! Finally we

can report that since September,

as a result of our achievements,

we have been given a Lottery grant

to promote community

empowerment in the UK's green

spaces over the next couple of

years. 

With your help, we can continue

to do our best to try to ensure our

local communities have a park to

be proud of.

Wildlife Group
The Wildlife Group have

primarily been involved in

working in the Spinney along

Freedom Road but we have

also had involvement in

developing a management plan

for the meadows and

conducted insect and bird

surveys.

Tree management

The group have done the 

crown lifting of the Spinney

trees along the public path, to

make the public feel more

secure walking past. 

We have done some 

thinning out of trees to prevent

overcrowding and created a

glade where we have dug out

the course grass to make an

area for wild woodland flowers.

We created dead hedges to

conserve certain areas for

wildlife and native plants.

We have made sure the

paths are open and dry and

maintained the hedge that we

planted and done pruning to

maintain access. 

Most recently we created a

large beetle habitat with help

from energetic volunteers from

Trees for London. We also did

some clearing up of a nasty

mess due to dumping.

The Lake
The Friends have long been

iinvolved in improving the Lake.

Most recently in early 2017 we

designed and installed some

extra areas of vegetation in the

lake and also added a couple of

new floating islands for the

birds. These  blossomed over

the Summer. We also raised

funds for a couple of new

wooden picnic tables by the

lake and outside the Hub. 

We have waders, gloves and

a good net and a rake so that

we can get into the lake to

clean it when it needs it.

We have tried to encourage

people not to throw large

amounts of bread in the lake

because it goes mouldy and

affects the health of the water.

The lake remains a favourite

place in the Rec.

The Moselle River
The Moselle has been a great

pleasure and sometimes a

problem because of the

pollution due to misconnections

of domestic plumbing from

Muswell Hill to Tottenham.

Thames Water and the Council

have worked together to

identify misconnections and

enforce correct connections.

This work has almost been

completed and we are waiting

for work to be done on a school

which should finally make a

huge difference to the state of

the water.

The Friends have had

several meetings with Council

officers to make sure a proper

maintenance regime is put in

place to keep the river free of

silt and to maintain the

vegetation.



In December 2017, Friends (and their families!)

and Gladesmore Secondary School Pupils

created a whole new fenced shelter belt and

experimental meadow area in the south west

corner of the main field. They planted over 20

native species trees, which, with diligent

mulching and watering by Friends over the long

hot dry summer of 2018, have all survived.

February 2018 saw the Friends, together

with the Orchard Project, do the Winter Pruning

of Apple and Pear trees in the Orchard, only the

second pruning they had received since being

planted in 2012 – the first pruning was done in

the the winter of 2017. The winter pruning was

followed in early summer by pruning of the

stone fruits – Cherries, Plums, Almonds and

also the Mulberries. Soft fruit was also planted

alongside the Freedom Road fence – some

quite exotic soft fruit grew well over the summer!

In April 2018, Friends and a group of local

volunteers, under the invaluable guidance of

Dick Tomlinson, Haringey Tree Officer, (who

tragically died later in the year) kick-started care

of the young trees planted in 2012. Work on

removing biting straps and bars, rotten posts

and wonky guards, and mulching started around

the Main Field and after only a few months

many of the young trees showed a huge

improvement in health. We were then

introduced to Trees for Cities, who, with the

Friends, treated us to over six days of corporate

volunteers ready and willing to tackle care of

most of the remaining trees – 300 people in

total.  Groups of anything between 20 and 

180 enthusiastic young corporate workers

The main task over the last 18 months has

been to renew the boards edging the paths in

the woodland with conservation volunteers from

TCV. We get three days help a year from them

so this is an ongoing project.

We have also had 

help from Trees for Cities

volunteers with dealing with

encroaching dogwood and

laying woodchip on the

paths. Goodgym volunteers

have also helped with the

latter task.

Members of the

Friends have been involved

in the above tasks in

their monthly volunteer

sessions as well as

working to maintain

sightlines, clearing the

mini stream and pond

and litter picking. They

have also concentrated

on coppicing a patch of hazels during the last

two winters.

An annual action plan for the volunteer

sessions is being drawn up with advice from the

Council's conservation officer and a grant has

been gained from the council for planting native

species bulbs and flowers in the wood.

The Woodland GroupThe Tree and Orchard Group

undoubtedly helped save many of the trees

during the exceptionally hot and dry summer.

Without the Friends’ and Park Staff’s

arduous work over the summer, watering all the

newly planted trees, plus many of those planted

in 2012, many would have withered and died. We

bought two hoses on reels that we could move

around by ourselves without having to call on

Park Staff to transport them to and from watering

spots. 

In the summer we also engaged an expert

plantsperson, Annie Chipchase, to survey most

of the ‘meadow’ areas, to see how they have

changed from an initial flower meadow, to being

a good mix of grassland now. This is a valuable

habitat for wildlife, particularly insects, but we

hope she will be able to advise us on how best to

manage these areas. Annie identified over 80

different plant species!

Russell Miller ran a Tree walk for us in the

Rec at the end of the summer which was was

attended by about 14 local people, and we all

learnt a huge amount about our lovely trees.

We worked with Park staff and Ed Santry,

the Council’s conservation officer, to make

changes to the mowing regime in the Rec. First

in the Orchard, which will now be hand scythed

to reduce compaction and increase biodiversity,

and this past year also in the ‘meadow’ areas

around the Main Field. The idea here is to try

and check some of the invasive creeping thistle

that threatens to swamp all other types of flower

and grass. A couple of us learnt to scythe and at

the end of the summer a scything training

workshop was held for other volunteers.
Over the Autumn 2018 and Winter 2018/19

we were ably and enthusiastically supported by

local people who had planted Apple trees the

previous year, and 3 and 4 year olds from Willow

Nursery School nearby in planting hundreds of

Spring bulbs, and 2 rows of windbreak willow

cuttings in the Orchard.

Another winter pruning of Apple and Pear

trees was held in January 2019. This was

followed by Lordship Rec’s second Wassail

(orchard tree celebration) at which mulled cider,

hot sorrel, tree decorating, live accordion playing,

singing and poems were all enjoyed by around

100 people.

For more information about the park and the
work of the Friends see the Friends’ website:

www.lordshiprec.org.uk 
or email info@lordshiprec.org.uk

Last year we lost one our

founder members, Ray Swain.

Ray was a very special person

who would always be there to

help anyone who needed his

help. It was Ray, a noted local

historian, who did all the

research into the terrible WW2

Downhills Bombshelter Tragedy

in which over 40 local people

were killed. It was through his

work that the Friends raised the

money to commission and put in

place the moving memorial by

the woodland.

Tribute to Ray Swain


